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With 80 bureaus around the world, Al Jazeera has earned its place as one of the largest TV and 

Internet news organizations. Al Jazeera was launched in 1996 in Qatar’s capital of Doha. This 

state-funded broadcaster is owned by the Al Jazeera Media Network and is partly funded by 

Qatar’s ruling family, the House of Thani. Because of Al Jazeera’s ownership, critics have 

argued that it has a pro-Qatari bias; however, this bias has been disputed by Al Jazeera officials 

who claim they are editorially independent. Al Jazeera asserts that it covers all sides of an event, 

even with allegations that the Qatari government uses the network as a propaganda tool for its 

foreign policy.  

 

Al Jazeera emerged on the West’s radar with its coverage of Osama bin Laden and the Taliban 

and the airing of their videos after the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the United States. 

The news agency has been criticized for giving a platform for terrorists to threaten, recruit and 

incite violence. Even with the network’s tendency to favour liberal causes, it is perceived to have 

instances of Islamist perspectives and an anti-Western predisposition.  Nonetheless, Al Jazeera 

has pushed regional and international boundaries with its reporting in information censored areas 

within the Middle East and North Africa and is recognised for its ability to operate in 

environments with powerful political actors that attempt to use the media to further their political 

and economic agendas.  

 

Website: www.aljazeera.com 
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BBC News, an operation of the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), is the world’s oldest 

national broadcasting organization. This British public service broadcaster is world renown for 

being the largest news organization by number of employees. It is headquartered at the 

Broadcasting House in London, which is the biggest live newsroom in Europe. Internationally, 

BBC news has 50 foreign news bureaus and more than 250 global correspondents. In addition to 

its online news coverage, BBC News generates around 120 hours of radio and television daily, 

that reaches a massive regional and global media audience.  

 

The BBC was established in 1922 and later transitioned in 1929 to become a Crown Charted 

Corporation. This transition made BBC a quasi-autonomous corporation that operates 

independently from the British government’s influence, as the BBC is funded by the British tax 

payers rather than the state. This method of funding has been able to help ensure objectivity in 

the BBC News. Even though BBC News is always impeccably sourced, with a slightly left of 

centre bias, it has still been accused of political bias from critics within the United Kingdom and 

abroad.  

 

Website: www.bbc.com/news 
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The American-based Cable News Network (CNN) is one of the world’s vanguards in online 

news and information delivery. CNN is staffed 24 hours, seven days a week in its headquarters in 

Atlanta, Georgia and its 42 bureaus (11 domestic and 31 international). CNN programming airs 

in over 100 million American households and is seen globally in over 212 countries and 

territories. In 1980, American media proprietor Ted Turner founded CNN as a 24-hour cable 

news channel and it has now grown to a 24-hour global multi-platform network. CNN is owned 

by the Turner Broadcasting System and is funded through cable subscriptions and an advertising 

model.  

 

The first Persian Gulf War in 1991 catapulted CNN into the media spotlight, as it was the only 

news network able to communicate from inside Iraq while it was being bombed. CNN is also 

known as the first to announce the news of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. CNN has a 

reputation for having a left bias in story selection; that often favours the left while being critical 

of the right. It usually sources news properly through credible sources, but numerous guests and 

pundits on their talk shows have shared misinformation and have failed fact checks. Most 

recently, CNN has been inaccurately criticized as being ‘fake news’ by President Trump and his 

supporters. 

 

Website: www.cnn.com 
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The Fox News Channel (Fox News) is a 24-hour American news service that is dedicated to 

delivering political, business and breaking news to the United States and 86 countries or overseas 

territories worldwide. Fox News is headquartered in New York, New York and was founded in 

1996 by Australian-American media mogul Rupert Murdoch. It is owned by the Fox 

Entertainment Group, a subsidiary of 21st Century Fox. It has grown rapidly since its conception 

to become the most subscribed to news network in the United States, with approximately just 

under 100,000,000 American households receiving Fox News programmes.  

 

Fox News usually looks at issues and news from a conservative perspective. Its reporting style 

has been described as right-biased and in favor of the Republican party and conservative causes. 

Fox news has also been known for poor sourcing and for spreading conspiracy theories that are 

later retracted. Currently, Fox News has several on-air personalities that are vocal in their 

support of Trump and typically utilize pro-Trump pundits for their sourcing. Many critics have 

deemed Fox News to be the least accurate cable news source and as detrimental to the integrity 

of the news. In response, Fox News employees have denied any bias and stated that their news 

reporting operates independently of personal opinion. 

 

Website: www.foxnews.com 
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The Onion, which originated as a newspaper, is an American digital media organization that 

publishes satirical articles on local, national and international news and events. The Onion uses 

humor, exaggeration and irony to expose and critique people’s foolishness, particularly in the 

context of newsworthy issues and contemporary politics. It was created in 1988 by two 

University students, Tim Keck and Christopher Johnson, as a weekly satirical print newspaper in 

Madison, Wisconsin and is now based in Chicago, Illinois.  

 

The Onion covers current events, both real and fictional. The Onion also often presents mundane, 

everyday events as newsworthy. It satires the tone and format of traditional news networks by 

publishing stories, audios, editorials, videos, op-ed pieces and man-in-the-street interviews. The 

publication is also humorous in the way is uses a traditional news website layout and an editorial 

voice modeled after that of the Associated Press. The excerpt below is taken from the website’s 

‘About The Onion’ page: 

 

“The Onion is the world’s leading news publication, offering highly acclaimed, 

universally revered coverage of breaking national, international, and local news events. 

Rising from its humble beginnings as a print newspaper in 1756, The Onion now enjoys a 

daily readership of 4.3 trillion and has grown into the single most powerful and 

influential organization in human history.”  

 

Website: www.theonion.com 
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RT, known formerly as Russia Today, is an international Russian television network that strives 

to provide the Russian perspective on domestic and international political affairs. With 

headquarters based in Moscow, RT delivers 24-hour news, talk shows, debates, documentaries 

and cultural programmes that are directed to audiences within and outside of Russia. RT also 

provides their Internet content in English, Spanish, French, German, Arabic and Russian. With 

their focus on reaching global audiences, RT was launched in 2005 with funding by the Russian 

government. The Russian Government assisted heavily in the formation of RT as part of its 

larger public relations effort to improve Russia’s image abroad; particularly in the West.  

 

RT has been accused of spreading disinformation; described as a propaganda outlet for the 

Russian government; and suspected to start conspiracy theories. In September 2017, RT was 

registered as a foreign agent in the United States, under the Foreign Agent Registration Act, 

which requires RT to disclose their financial information. The mistrust of Russia by international 

actors has been a main cause for their media content stepping into the territory of conspiracy 

theory journalism. RT also tends to convey post-Cold War populism in order to appeal to a 

Russian sympathizing audience, to secure Vladimir Putin’s political career and to weaken the 

support of Western institutions. 

 

Website: www.rt.com 
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Xinhua News Agency (New China News) is the most influential media organization in China 

and the largest news agency in the world, in terms of correspondents, with 170 foreign bureaus 

and 31 regional bureaus in China. Xinhua was founded in 1931 and is operated as the official 

state-owned news agency in the People’s Republic of China. Xinhua’s president is a member of 

the Central Committee of China's Communist Party. It is the only network that distributes 

important news related to the Communist Party and Chinese executive government to the public. 

Its headquarters are strategically located in Beijing so it is in close proximity to the Zhongnanhai, 

which encloses the headquarters of the Communist Party of China, the State Council and the 

office of the President of China.  

 

Xinhua News Agency is the first in the world to debut an artificial intelligence anchor that is 

designed to be able to deliver the news 24-hours a day. The agency delivers news internationally 

in eight languages: Chinese, English, Spanish, French, Russian, Portuguese, Arabic and 

Japanese. Because the Chinse government has banned certain words from the media, Xinhua is 

responsible for censoring reports from foreign media to be released in China. There is a 

prominent left-wing bias found in Xinhua’s journalism and it has a lack of sourcing. Xinhua 

glorifies Xi Jinping while strongly endorsing economic socialism and pro-Chinese government 

propaganda.   

 

Website: www.xinhuanet.com/english 

 

 

 


