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Introduction:  

The United Nations Security Council was established in 1945, with the signing of the 

Charter of the United Nations in San Francisco1. According to the Charter of the United Nations, 

the fundamental responsibility of the Security Council is to maintain international peace and 

security2. The Security Council acts as a forum to develop solutions to international problems. It 

strives to promote international cooperation and favourable relationships between states.  

 

Functions and Powers:  

When a situation arises that may spark international conflict, the Security Council has the 

power to take several steps to prevent or resolve hostility between states. First, the Security 

Council is responsible for identifying and researching situations that may pose a threat to 

international peace. Once a threat to peace has been identified and investigated, the Security 

Council can authorize measures to manage conflicts and quash aggression. The Security Council 

will first recommend the most peaceful and least intrusive means to resolve conflict, such as 

diplomatic settlement and regulation of arms. It may also call upon Member states to apply 

economic sanctions to an aggressor, in an effort to correct the hostile state’s behaviour. As a last 

resort, when all other measures have been exhausted, the Security Council can also authorize 

military action against an aggressive state3.  

When the UN Security Council makes a decision to take a certain course of action or to 

express an opinion, the members draft and vote on a resolution. A resolution consists of two 

parts. The first is the preamble, which discusses relevant background information and the 

motivation behind the resolution. The second part of a resolution is the operative section, which 

lays out the action which will be taken, or the opinion of the Security Council regarding the 

situation at hand4. Security Council resolutions can be fairly general, or more specific. For 

example, on October 2018, the Security Council passed a resolution which specifically discussed 

the peacekeeping operation in South Sudan, deciding to extend the operation’s mandate, 

maintain the same number of military personnel in the region5. This resolution made specific 

decisions regarding a one particular peacekeeping operation. However, in the same month, the 

Security Council also passed a significantly more general and broad resolution, which reaffirmed 

the performance standards which peacekeepers are required to meet, and made general 

statements encouraging recognition of outstanding peacekeepers and implementing adequate 

safety measures for operations6. As members of the security council, delegates may choose to 

draft resolutions with narrow or wide scopes, addressing the topic at hand in a number of 

different ways.  

                                                           
1 “Chapter V: The Security Council”. United Nations. http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-

v/index.html 
2 “What is the Security Council.” United Nations Security Council. http://www.un.org/en/sc/about/  
3 “Functions and Powers.” United Nations Security Council. http://www.un.org/en/sc/about/functions.shtml 
4 “Resolutions and Decisions.” Dag Hammarksjold Library. http://research.un.org/en/docs/resolutions  
5 “Resolution 2438 (2018).” United Nations Security Council, October 11, 2018. 

http://undocs.org/S/RES/2438(2018)  
6 “Resolution 2436 (2018).” United Nations Security Council, September 21, 2018.  

http://undocs.org/S/RES/2436(2018)  

http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-v/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-v/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/sc/about/
http://www.un.org/en/sc/about/functions.shtml
http://research.un.org/en/docs/resolutions
http://undocs.org/S/RES/2438(2018)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/2436(2018)
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One of the most important ways in which the Security Council fulfills its responsibility of 

maintaining international peace and security is by deploying UN peacekeeping missions7. The 

Security Council determines where and when a peacekeeping mission should be established 

taking into account a number of different factors, including: whether the parties involved have 

established a ceasefire, and are committed to resolving their conflict and achieving peace; 

whether a reasonable level of safety for UN personnel can be guaranteed; and whether a clear 

and precise political objective exists and can be represented in the operation’s mandate. When all 

of these factors have been considered, the Security Council may adopt a resolution to establish 

the mandate, scope, and size of a peacekeeping mission. The Security Council oversees the 

progress of every peacekeeping operation, by reviewing periodic reports and holding sessions 

specifically dedicated to discussing certain operations8. The Security Council has established and 

monitored over 70 peacekeeping operations9. Peacekeeping has evolved throughout history from 

the traditional missions of the Cold War era, which focused on maintaining ceasefires and 

providing peaceful political support, to contemporary missions, which are often extremely 

complex, involving disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration of combatants, organization 

of elections, protection of civilians, restoration of rule of law, and promotion of human rights.  

As part of the Security Council’s mandate of identifying and researching issues of 

international peace and security, it must investigate new and emerging threats. With the 

development of new, increasingly sophisticated technologies, it has become necessary for the 

Security Council to address issues of cybersecurity. In today’s context of globalization, in which 

countries are more closely interconnected than ever, it is especially crucial that the Security 

Council turns its attention to the potential for technologically based threats.10  

 

Membership and Composition:  

 The Security Council is composed of 15 Member States, including 5 permanent members 

and 10 non-permanent members, which are elected by the General Assembly to serve for 2-year 

terms. 5 non-permanent members are elected each year11. The 5 permanent members are China, 

France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States of America. Currently, the 10 non-

permanent members are Ethiopia, Kazakhstan, Bolivia, Sweden, Netherlands, South Africa, 

Indonesia, Dominican Republic, Belgium, and Germany. The 10 non-permanent positions in the 

Security Council are distributed based on region: 5 are for African and Asian states, 2 are for 

Latin American and Caribbean states, 1 is for an Eastern European state, and 2 are for Western 

European and other countries12.  

  

                                                           
7 “Role of the Security Council”. United Nations Peacekeeping. https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/role-of-security-

council 
8 Ibid 
9 “Our History.” United Nations Peacekeeping. https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/our-history  
10 “Security Council Calls on Member States to Address Threats against Critical Infrastructure, Unanimously 

Adopting Resolution 2341.” Meetings Coverage and Press Releases. February 13, 2017. 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12714.doc.htm   
11 “Current Members.” United Nations Security Council. http://www.un.org/en/sc/members/  
12 “How are the non-permanent members of the Security Council selected” Dag Hammarksjold Library. 

http://ask.un.org/faq/14382 

https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/role-of-security-council
https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/role-of-security-council
https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/our-history
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12714.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/en/sc/members/
http://ask.un.org/faq/14382
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Voting:  

 In order for a resolution to pass, 9 Members must vote in its favour. When the Security 

Council was first created in 1945, the five permanent members (China, France, Russia, the 

United Kingdom, and the United States of America) were granted the power to veto any 

resolution proposed by the Security Council, due to the special roles they played in establishing 

the UN, and their continued important roles in ensuring global peace and security. This means 

that if any one of the permanent members votes against a decision, it automatically fails, even if 

9 or more other members vote in its favour.13 In the context of this learning conference, delegates 

who represent one of the five permanent members should be aware that in order to use their veto, 

they must be present for the duration of all sessions. This is to ensure that delegates do not abuse 

their power to veto resolutions and play an active role in the entire debate process.  

 

Conclusion:  

 The Security Council plays an integral role in fostering and maintaining sustainable 

peace. The resolutions passed by the Security Council are incredibly important in identifying and 

responding to threats to global peace and security. While debating and passing resolutions at this 

conference, delegates should keep in mind not only the positions of their countries, but also the 

importance of diplomacy and relationship-building between member states. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
13 “Voting System and Records.” United Nations Security Council. http://www.un.org/en/sc/meetings/voting.shtml  

http://www.un.org/en/sc/meetings/voting.shtml
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Topic 1: Ensuring Global Cybersecurity  

 

Introduction:  

 According to the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, “[c]ybercrime has now 

become a business which exceeds a trillion dollars a year in online fraud, identity theft, and lost 

intellectual property, affecting millions of people around the world, as well as countless 

businesses and the Governments of every nation”.14 The topic of global cybersecurity 

encompasses a wide range of threats to global peace and security, including election hacking and 

interference, privacy violations and data leaks, cyber-attacks of critical infrastructure, online 

fraud, black market sale of illicit substances, human trafficking, and sexual exploitation and 

abuse. In particular, public awareness of the issue of foreign intervention in election processes 

increased significantly during the 2016 presidential election in the United States of America. 

During the campaign and election period, the Democratic National Committee was targeted by 

hackers, allegedly supported by the Russian government.15 The Russian government was also 

accused of seeking to influence the United States’ election through the use of social media; for 

example, the Russian operated Internet Research Company has been accused by the United 

States Department of Justice of working as a “troll factory”; paying employees to write social 

media posts praising candidate Donald Trump and writing negative material about candidate 

Hillary Clinton.16 This has been described as an attempt by the Kremlin to undermine “faith in 

[the United States’] electoral system by encouraging or even establishing groups that would sow 

domestic discord”.17 Another recent event which increased public concern over cybersecurity 

was the 2017 “WannaCry” malware attack, which was “said to have hit more than 300,000 

computers in 150 nations, causing billions of dollars of damage”.18 This attack, which caused 

significant damage to many states’ critical infrastructure, including the United Kingdom’s 

National Health Service, was allegedly perpetrated by hackers from the Democratic People’s 

Republic of Korea, though these allegations were denied by the accused state.19 Cybersecurity 

issues have the potential to spark conflict between countries by raising suspicion and fostering 

distrust. These cybersecurity incidents, among others, have clearly demonstrated that 

cybersecurity is a pressing issue that must be addressed in order to achieve sustainable global 

                                                           
14“Cybersecurity: A global issue demanding a global approach”. United Nations Department of Economic and Social 

Affairs. December 12, 2011.  http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news/ecosoc/cybersecurity-demands-

global-approach.html  
15 “2016 Presidential Campaign Hacking Fast Facts”. CNN. November 24, 2018. 

https://www.cnn.com/2016/12/26/us/2016-presidential-campaign-hacking-fast-facts/index.html  
16 MacFarquhar, Neil. “Inside the Russian Troll Factory: Zombies and Breakneck Pace”. The New York Times. 

February 18, 2018. https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/18/world/europe/russia-troll-factory.html  
17 Ibid.  
18 “Cyber-attack: US and UK blame North Korea for WannaCry”. BBC News. December 19, 2017. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-42407488  
19 Ibid.  

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news/ecosoc/cybersecurity-demands-global-approach.html
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news/ecosoc/cybersecurity-demands-global-approach.html
https://www.cnn.com/2016/12/26/us/2016-presidential-campaign-hacking-fast-facts/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/18/world/europe/russia-troll-factory.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-42407488
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peace.  

 

Relevant UN Entities and Past Resolutions:  

 Cybersecurity is a relatively new security concern, which has become increasingly 

relevant in the past decade. As cybersecurity is still a relatively new concern for the international 

community, it is addressed by few existing UNSC resolutions. However, concerns about cyber-

attacks have been expressed in resolutions addressing more traditional security threats. For 

example, in UNSC Resolution 2341, adopted in 2017, which called on member states to “address 

threats against critical infrastructure”, a section was included regarding the need to include 

cybersecurity in efforts to protect states against terrorist attacks.20 In a speech made to the 

Security Council after the adoption of Resolution 2314, Maria Luiza Ribeiro Viotti, the Chef de 

Cabinet (Chief of Staff) to the Secretary General, stated that “as our world becomes increasingly 

interconnected through travel, commerce, communications and cyberspace, we become more 

vulnerable to attacks by technologically savvy terrorists seeking new ways to spread fears”.21 

This statement emphasizes the fact that in our globalized world, states are now more 

interconnected than ever, increasing the potential regional and global implications of cyber-

attacks.  

 In addition to the Security Council, other organs of the UN have addressed issues of 

cybersecurity. In writing resolutions on this topic, delegates may wish to draw upon work done 

by these organs. For example, the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has developed a 

Global Programme on Cybercrime, with a mandate to “assist Member States in their struggle 

against cyber-related crimes through capacity building and technical assistance”.22 The global 

Programme on Cybercrime focuses on three different types of internet related crimes: cyber-

dependent crime, cyber-enabled crime, and child sexual exploitation and abuse. Cyber-dependent 

crime includes those offences typically considered to constitute cyber terrorism. According to the 

UNODC, Cyber-dependent crime is the “creation, dissemination and deployment of malware, 

ransomware, attacks on critical national infrastructure (e.g. the cyber-takeover of a power-plant 

by an organized crime group) and taking a website offline by overloading it with data”.23 Cyber-

enabled crime is described as those offences which could take place offline, but are facilitated by 

information and communications technology, including online money laundering, drug sales, and 

                                                           
20 “Security Council Calls on Member States to Address Threats against Critical Infrastructure, Unanimously 

Adopting Resolution 2341 (2017)”. United Nations Meetings Coverage and Press Releases. February 13, 2017.  

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12714.doc.htm  
21 “Security Council Calls on Member States to Address Threats against Critical Infrastructure, Unanimously 

Adopting Resolution 2341 (2017)”. United Nations Meetings Coverage and Press Releases. February 13, 2017.  

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12714.doc.htm  
22 “Global Programme on Cybercrime”. United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. 2018. 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/cybercrime/global-programme-cybercrime.html 
23 Ibid.  

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12714.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12714.doc.htm
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/cybercrime/global-programme-cybercrime.html
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fraud.24 The final category of cybercrime addressed by the UNODC is the online sexual 

exploitation or abuse of children. All three of these categories of cybercrime can have global 

consequences and may be discussed by delegates during debates on this topic, and may be 

addressed in resolutions.  

 In addition to the UNODC, cybersecurity issues have also been addressed by the UN 

International Telecommunications Union (ITU), which publishes an annual Global Cybersecurity 

Index. The Global Cybersecurity Index “measures the commitment of countries to cybersecurity 

at a global level”, measuring countries’ levels of “development or engagement” in the realm of 

cybersecurity based on 5 pillars: legal measures, technical measures, organizational measures, 

capacity building, and cooperation.25 In researching their country’s commitment to 

cybersecurity, delegates may wish to consult the 2017 Global Cybersecurity Index, and check its 

assessment of their country’s performance. The ITU also works to increase preparedness for 

cybersecurity issues by conducting regional and national “cyberdrills”, which promote regional 

and international collaboration, encourage communication and sharing of information, and give 

“computer security incident response teams” an opportunity to practice hands-on response 

simulations.26 

 Currently, there is only one legally binding multinational agreement on the issue of 

cybercrime: the Budapest Convention, which was adopted by the Council of Europe in 2004. 

This convention focuses on “infringements of copyright, computer-related fraud, child 

pornography and violations of network security”, with the primary goal of “pursu[ing] a common 

criminal policy aimed at the protection of society against cybercrime, especially by adopting 

appropriate legislation and fostering international cooperation”.27 Though this convention is 

limited to European countries, it provides a useful framework for future resolutions and for 

additional international cooperation.  

 Another organization which contributes to the international discussion regarding global 

cybersecurity is the Internet Governance Forum (IGF), a multi-stakeholder platform for 

discussion facilitated by the UN, which brings together national governments, academics, 

technical experts, and private sector actors. At the 2018 IGF meeting, which took place in Paris 

from November 12-14, cyber-security was a key topic of discussion. Some key messages 

discussed at the conference include the need to “protect the public core of the internet”, ensure 

the protection of privacy and human rights in “Smart Cities”, and educate and empower citizens 

to report hate speech, without resorting to the infringement of citizens’ right to freedom of 

                                                           
24 Ibid.  
25 “United Nations Launches Global Cyber Security Index”. International Telecommunications Union. 

https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Cybersecurity/Pages/United-Nations-Launches-Global-Cybersecurity-Index.aspx  
26 “Cyberdrills”. International Telecommunications Union. https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-

D/Cybersecurity/Pages/cyberdrills.aspx  
27“Details of Treaty No. 185” Council of Europe.  https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-

/conventions/treaty/185  

https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Cybersecurity/Pages/United-Nations-Launches-Global-Cybersecurity-Index.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Cybersecurity/Pages/cyberdrills.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Cybersecurity/Pages/cyberdrills.aspx
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/185
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/185
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speech.28 Throughout the reports from the IGF meeting, there is a pattern of key messages 

regarding the need to protect citizens and businesses from cybercrime, while simultaneously 

respecting their right to privacy.29 The IGF also stresses the importance of engaging a wide range 

of stakeholders in discussions regarding cybersecurity. The governance of the internet impacts 

citizens, corporations, and government agents alike, and in order to establish sustainable 

solutions to cybersecurity issues, all parties must be consulted.  

 

Suggestions for Delegate Research:  

 

The following research questions have been included to aid delegates in their research regarding 

the topic of global cybersecurity.  

1) What type of cybercrime is your country primarily concerned with? Can you find any 

national laws regarding cybercrime?  

2) Is your country a developed state, or is it developing? How will this impact your 

priorities and diplomatic strategies?  

3) To what extent has your country been the victim of cyber attacks?  

4) Has your country been accused of perpetrating or sponsoring cyber attacks? If so, how 

has your country responded to these accusations?  

5) To what extent has your country developed a cybersecurity strategy and engaged in 

international cooperative measures?  

 

Conclusion:  

 In conclusion, it is clear that cybersecurity is a “global issue demanding a global 

approach”.30 Cybersecurity encompasses a wide range of issues, from cyber terrorist attacks on 

critical infrastructure, to election hacking, to sexual exploitation. In the current era of 

globalization and internet connectivity, it is crucial to foster international cooperation to prevent 

cybercrime. Cybercrime often targets the most vulnerable, including children and those facing 

poverty. Developing states often “do not have sufficient capacity to combat cyber attacks and 

cybercrime”, and without cooperation between developed and developing states, cybercrime 

cannot be effectively prevented or prosecuted.31 Cybercrime is a fairly new issue, and there have 

                                                           
28 “IGF 2018 Messages - Cybersecurity, Trust and Privacy”. Internet Governance Forum. November 12-14, 2018. 

https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/index.php?q=filedepot_download/6037/1408  

29 Ibid.  

30 “Cybersecurity: A global issue demanding a global approach”. United Nations Department of Economic and 

Social Affairs. December 12, 2011.   

31 “Cybersecurity: A global issue demanding a global approach”. United Nations Department of Economic and 

Social Affairs. December 12, 2011.    

https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/index.php?q=filedepot_download/6037/1408
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not yet been any Security Council resolutions dedicated to addressing it, except for in the broader 

context of terrorist threats in general.  
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Topic 2: Integrating Gender into Peace and Security Operations 

 

Introduction:  

 For decades, feminist political scholars have argued that in order to build lasting peace 

after armed conflict, it is imperative that women are included in peace processes. This is 

especially important given the overwhelming evidence that “war is gendered in its causes and 

consequences”.32 Women often experience the consequences of war as civilians and refugees and 

are often victims of sexual violence committed by armed forces. Statistics regarding rape of 

women and girls in conflict zones demonstrate the severity of this issue. For example, UN 

agencies estimate that during three months of the Rwandan genocide in 1994, between 100,000-

250,000 women were raped.33 UN agencies have also recorded sobering statistics on rape in a 

number of other conflict situations; for example, it is estimated that “more than 60,000 women 

were raped during the civil war in Sierra Leone (1991-2002), more than 40,000 in Liberia (1989-

2003), up to 60,000 in the former Yugoslavia (1992-1995), and at least 200,000 in the DRC 

[Democratic Republic of Congo] since 1998”.34 These statistics illustrate the prevalence of 

sexual violence in conflict situations, and the urgent need for action on behalf of the international 

community. Furthermore, war conditions often place additional strain on the social role of 

women in many societies around the world as caregivers of children, the elderly, and the 

vulnerable.35 Women have the potential to play crucial roles in fostering lasting peace: according 

to the UN Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women), when 

women are included in peace processes, there is a “35% increase in the probability of an 

agreement lasting at least 15 years”. However, between 1990-2017, “women constituted only 2 

percent of mediators, 8 percent of negotiators, and 5 percent of witnesses and signatories in all 

major peace process”.36 This evidence demonstrates that while women have the ability to play 

important roles in peace and security operations, they are often an overlooked resource. At this 

conference, delegates have the opportunity to build upon a number of landmark UNSC 

resolutions regarding the integration of gender analyses into peace and security processes, and to 

formulate new and innovative plans to protect women in conflict zones from gendered violence 

and include their valuable input into sustainable solutions peace.  

 

Relevant UN Entities and Past Resolutions:  

Prior to 2000, the UN’s approach to peace and security operations tended to be “gender-blind”; 

                                                           
32 Duncanson, Claire. Gender and Peacebuilding, (Cambridge, Polity, 2016), 1 
33 Ibid., 22.  
34 Ibid., 22.  
35 Ibid., 1. 
36 “Facts and Figures: Peace and security”. UN Women. http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/peace-and-

security/facts-and-figures  

http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/peace-and-security/facts-and-figures
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/peace-and-security/facts-and-figures
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they did not address the ways that war impacts women and men differently.37 This gender-

blindness perpetrated the myth that armed conflict only affected men, and disregarded the reality 

that women face significant risk in war as civilians and refugees, especially in “new wars” in 

which civilians are often “directly targeted.”38 During this period of gender-blindness, UN 

agencies did not take seriously the sexual violence that often accompanies armed conflict, and 

many UN personnel themselves perpetrated sexual violence and abuse against individuals whom 

they were meant to be assisting. Zainab Bangura, the former UN Special Representative on 

Sexual Violence in Conflict called sexual violence “one of history’s greatest silences and the 

least condemned war crime”.39 Furthermore, during this early period of gender-blindness, 

women’s potential as peacemakers was overlooked entirely. In many armed conflicts, the process 

of conflict resolution tended to focus only on the inclusion of men of particular ethno-national 

groups, excluding women, who were often seen as “irrelevant” to the peace-building process.40  

However, in 2000, a landmark resolution adopted by the Security Council officially ended the 

era of gender-blindness in peace and security operations. The most important historical 

resolution passed by the UNSC regarding gender in peace and security operations is Resolution 

1325, which was passed on October 31, 2000. This landmark resolution recognized the impact of 

armed conflict on women, who make up a significant proportion of civilian casualties in conflicts 

around the world. Resolution 1325 also recognized the important role that women can play in 

peacebuilding. It stressed the value of their “equal participation and full involvement” in conflict 

resolution, emphasizing the need to increase women’s participation in decision making 

processes.41 Resolution 1325 was the first Resolution to promote the Women, Peace, and 

Security (WPS) agenda, which is based around the “3 Ps’”: the protection of girls and women 

from gendered violence in armed conflicts, including rape and other forms of sexual violence, 

the participation of women in decision-making processes regarding peacekeeping, at regional, 

national, and international levels (including at the UN itself), and the integration of gender 

analyses into efforts for the prevention of armed conflict.42 Resolution 1325 was passed  during a 

“time of self-reflection in the UN following a decade of peacekeeping failures in Rwanda, 

Somalia, and the former Yugoslavia”.43 In both the Bosnian and Rwandan conflicts, women had 

often been the targets of violence, especially sexual violence.44 In addition to these conflicts, the 

                                                           
37 Duncanson, Gender and Peacebuilding, 20.  
38 Ibid., 21.  
39 Ibid., 25.  
40 Ibid., 29.  
41 “Resolution 1325 (2000)”. United Nations Security Council. October 31, 2000.  

http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/1325  
42 Duncanson, Gender and Peacebuilding, 2.  
43 “Women, Peace and Security and the UN Security Council”. UN Women. 

http://wps.unwomen.org/pdf/CH11.pdf, 326. 
44 Ibid., 326.  

http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/1325
http://wps.unwomen.org/pdf/CH11.pdf


 

 

Security Council Background Guide     Page 11 of 12 

UNSC’s willingness to address the WPS agenda was also a result of women’s activism around 

the world and the work done by women’s groups to increase awareness of the role of gender in 

armed conflict, particularly in the global south.45 

 Eight years after the adoption of Resolution 1325, the UNSC once again passed a 

resolution that addressed issues of gender in armed conflict: Resolution 1820. This resolution 

focuses specifically on sexual violence in conflict situations, stating that “rape and other forms of 

sexual violence can constitute a war crime, a crime against humanity, or a constitutive act with 

respect to genocide”.46 Resolution 1820 demonstrated that the Security Council was willing to 

impose sanctions as consequences for those who perpetrate sexual violence in conflict 

situations47 Furthermore, Resolution 1820 reaffirmed the importance of including women and 

women’s organizations in discussions regarding the prevention and resolution of armed conflict, 

and in peacebuilding measures implemented after a conflict has been resolved.48  

 Since the adoption of these two resolutions, a number of other resolutions regarding the 

relationship between gender and armed conflict have been passed. Most of these resolutions 

(including Resolutions 1888, 1960, and 2106) have been focused on sexual violence - a major 

issue included in the protection pillar of the WPS agenda. In addition to these resolutions 

focused on protection, two other resolutions (1889 and 2122) have been passed that focus on 

increasing the meaningful participation of women in peacebuilding, especially in positions at the 

UN itself.  

 As a result of the adoption of these important resolutions, gender is increasingly regarded 

as a legitimate lens through which peace and security operations should be examined. One 

example of progress in regards to integrating gender into peace and security operations is the 

inclusion of gender in the language used in UNSC resolutions. In 2000, only 25% of relevant 

UNSC resolutions made reference to women, while in 2013, that proportion had increased to 

94%.49 However, despite these positive developments, there seems to be a gap between language 

and implementation. Critics suggest that the Security Council has failed to deliver on the 

principles of many of its resolutions, especially in the areas of prevention and participation.50 

According to UN Women, out of 1,500 peace agreements adopted between 2000-2016, only 25 

                                                           
45 Ibid., 326.  
46 “Resolution 1820 (2008)”. United Nations Security Council. June 19, 2008. 

http://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1820(2008)  
47 “Women, Peace and Security and the UN Security Council”. UN Women. 

http://wps.unwomen.org/pdf/CH11.pdf, 326. 
48 “Resolution 1820 (2008)”. United Nations Security Council. June 19, 2008. 

http://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1820(2008)  
49 “Women, Peace and Security and the UN Security Council”. UN Women. 

http://wps.unwomen.org/pdf/CH11.pdf,  

330. 
50 “Women, Peace and Security and the UN Security Council”. UN Women. 

http://wps.unwomen.org/pdf/CH11.pdf, 326.  

http://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1820(2008)
http://wps.unwomen.org/pdf/CH11.pdf
http://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1820(2008)
http://wps.unwomen.org/pdf/CH11.pdf
http://wps.unwomen.org/pdf/CH11.pdf
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mentioned the participation of women in implementation.51 It is worth noting that when Kofi 

Annan left office as Secretary General, “of his 18 special representatives in conflict areas, none 

were women”.52 While a significant amount of progress has been made to integrate gender into 

peace and security operations, there is still significant room for growth and improvement.  

 

Suggestions for Delegate Research:  

 The following research questions have been included to aid delegates in their research 

regarding the topic of integrating gender into peace and security operations.  

1) To what extent has your country been involved in UN peacekeeping operations? Has it 

been a recipient of any peacekeeping operations? Has it contributed personnel to any 

operations? If so, to what extent did gender play a role in these operations?  

2) What is the status of women’s rights in your country? Are there barriers to women’s 

participation in leadership positions? Are these barriers legal, social, religious, etc? Does 

your country have any women acting as representatives in the UN?  

3) What role do women’s organizations and activist groups play in your country?   

 

Conclusion:  

 The integration of women and gender analyses into peace and security processes is a 

crucial prerequisite for building and maintaining sustainable and lasting peace. Not only is it 

critical for UN peace operations to seek out ways to prevent violence against women, and protect 

women in conflict zones, but it is also necessary to include women in formulating solutions for 

sustainable peace. Historically, women’s voices have been silenced or ignored. By promoting the 

Women, Peace and Security Agenda, the UNSC has the opportunity to increase women’s 

participation in building solutions for peace. While debating this topic, delegates have the 

opportunity to build upon a strong body of existing resolutions regarding the integration of 

gender into all facets of international peace and security operations, contributing their own 

unique ideas.  

 

                                                           
51  “Facts and Figures: Peace and security”. UN Women. http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/peace-and-

security/facts-and-figures   
52 Duncanson, Gender and Peacebuilding, 38.  

http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/peace-and-security/facts-and-figures
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/peace-and-security/facts-and-figures

